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History
Although nanotechnology is a fairly new science, the chief concepts have been developing over the course of fifty years. Interestingly, we have been employing nanotechnology for over a thousand years; from painting to making steel. Although, what has changed recently is our ability to manipulate and engineer in the nanometer scale.
Medieval Stained Glass
One of the most documented examples of nanotechnology known in history is medieval stained glass artisans. They were the first nanotechnologists, as they, although unaware, trapped gold nanoparticles in the 'glass matrix' in order to generate the ruby red colour in the windows. They also trapped silver nanoparticles which gave it a deep yellow colour. As in today's finding it is the size of the metal (whether it be gold or silver) nanoparticles that define the variations in colour [Refer to Figure 1.1 for a chart of the different colours and according sizes].  This example of co
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